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Learn to make a simple dress for your 12-inch Paola Reina doll with this free pattern and tutorial. This is a quick sewing project, easy to tackle even for someone who is just learning how to sew.








I drew this pattern by hand and I have to admit that the construction of the bodice is a bit unorthodox. You can’t sew for real people like this. 




However, this “technique” makes sewing a 12-inch doll dress a breeze!




Who knew that you can actually have fun making tiny doll clothes?!




RELATED: Learn how to make easy doll pants, doll skirt or a simple doll shirt – free patterns and tutorials!




The dress is actually well made and beautiful. It looks as good on the inside as it does on the outside, and there are no fraying edges. Besides, you can make it in under 30 minutes, and that’s awesome!




 I feel like I deserve a pat on the back, LOL.




This easy Paola Reina doll dress is made of a simple fitting bodice and a gathered skirt and it features a Velcro back closure.




Of course, you can jazz up this doll dress by adding
buttons, lace trim, ribbons or ruffles either to the bodice or the skirt. 




I kept it simple but I plan on making some more,
because my youngest daughter loves to play dress-up games with her dolls.




This doll dress pattern is designed for 12-inch Paola Reina and other similar-sized dolls.








You can save a lot of money by making doll clothes yourself instead of buying, and you also get to use those fabric scraps from your stash. That’s a win!




Related: 10-minute Barbie dress tutorial (+free PDF pattern)




Just follow these simple instructions to make your own gorgeous doll dress.




Sewing supplies




	cotton fabric scraps
	matching thread
	fabric scissors
	pinking shears
	sewing machine
	sewing machine needle
	Velcro strips for doll clothes
	Paola Reina doll dress – Free PDF pattern available here (1/4″ seam allowance included)
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Step 1




Cut your fabric pieces – 2 front pieces, 4 back pieces and 1 rectangle for the skirt – 6 inches long and 18 inches wide (15×45 cm). And that’s all you need for this doll dress.








Step 2




Lay the front and the back pieces right sides together. 




Sew the side seams, underarm seams and neckline seam – everything except for the bottom seam, as shown in the photo below (see the black lines). 








Sew slowly, with a ¼ inch seam allowance, and a 2.5 mm stitch length.




Step 3




Turn the three bodice pieces right side out.




Poke the corners out using a chopstick or a dull pencil and give them a good press.








Step 4




With the right sides together, sew the front and back bodice pieces together at each shoulder seam and side seams with a ¼ inch seam allowance. Backstitch at the beginning and the end.








Step 5




Fold the short edges of the rectangle towards the wrong side of the fabric about 1/4″, twice, and stitch.








Step 6




Run a basting stitch along the 18″ edge. Gather the skirt until it fits the bodice.








Step 7




Now pin the skirt and the bodice, right sides together, along the waistline and sew with a ½ inch seam allowance. 




Finish the seam with a serger, a zig-zag stitch or your pinking shears.








Step 8




Last but not least, you have to hem the dress. I also added some lace trim.








Step 9




Finally, add a velcro closure (I cheated a bit and attached mine with a hot glue gun) and you are done!








This dress is a fun addition to any Paola Reina doll wardrobe, don’t you think? 




I hope you enjoyed this tutorial and free pattern and will soon make a bunch of pretty doll dresses!








You can make this doll dress longer or shorter, anything you like.








Let’s keep in touch! You can find me on Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest.
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					can this pattern be used for a Barbie doll, 11.5″ tall?
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					Would it be possible  to create a pattern for cloth 16”doll?

I’m trying to make Angel tree topper from my daughters wedding dress for cloth doll I purchased. 

And I’m not a sewer. If possible just something straight from top to long bottom.
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										January 24, 2022 at 01:46									
															

												


									

				
					Muchas gracias por el patrón. Lo voy hacer. Tengo muñecas Paola Reina y busco patrones para hacerles, vestidos bonitos. ❤
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					Lovely dress and it seems very easy to do. The only thing is, where do I find the pattern for the different parts?
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										April 13, 2021 at 23:36									
															

												


									

				
					Thank you!!!!!!!! I really cannot thank you enough. I manated to make a dress and it looks great! I would be really grateful if you could share more patterns for Paola Reina. I have just bought two dolls today and I intend to sew more clothes for them. I’m not sure how as I am a beginner and a working mum and I don’t have a sewing machine which slows things down, but with a pattern I can manage. Thanks again!
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					Hi Monika!

Thank you for your kind words! I absolutely love getting comments. <3 I also made a few long sleeve dresses with woven fabric for Paola Reina last year, they turned out cute, but I haven't posted a tutorial yet. What type of doll clothes would you like to sew? I'm all eyes and ears. 🙂
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										April 17, 2021 at 12:06									
															

												


									

				
					Thank you for this pattern so much! 🙂 I have just got Paola Reina for my daughter, also working mum with no sewing machine but ready for any challenge wigth Paola Reina clothes! 🙂 I would love to sew easy and nice trapezoid coat or trousers. Any accessories would be great as well!
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About me



Hi, I’m Violet!
Welcome to I CAN SEW THIS!
This is my little happy place where I share my sewing projects and ideas. I hope to inspire you to make something new and fun today!
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